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2007 — The Year of the Mango

The Festival of Fruit!

By Joe Sabol

Two Chapters in Southern
California acted together to
host the Festival of Fruit on

= August 8-12, 2007. There

wy Was lots of cooperation and
hard work and it all paid off.
They had two "co-chairs™--one
from the San Diego Chapter
and the other from the

| North San Diego Chapter—

| and they were a good team.
There were many positive
feelings about CRFG at the
Festival. We all wondered
why we did not have 1000
people there! The Central
Coast Chapter had several
members attend including:
Carol and Robert Scott, Choung and John Crowe , Lyle and Barbara Overly, Art and Doris
Henzgen, Gabrielle and Peter Robbins, Larry Hollis, Will Davis, Mark Woelfle and Joe Sabol.

Chula Vista was the official site of the Festival and is located near the San Diego Bay (quite
cool) and only a few miles from the Mexican border! The formal meetings and meal
functions were held on the campus of the Southwestern Community College which had an
exceptional horticulture program and rather extensive plantings of fruit trees on the campus.

There were many outstanding speakers! One of the best was, though, was Richard
Campbell of Florida, who is with Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens. He was a true
expert on mangos and was a tremendous lecturer. We loved him! He’d been flown to San



Diego as the keynote speaker of the Festival and it
was money well spent!!! He conducted other
sessions as well, all on the Mango. He really made
the Year of the Mango work for the two chapters
hosting and for all of us!!l We came home ready to
grow mangos! If nothing else, we will sure eat more
of them. We could probably never have had this
quality of a speaker attend an individual chapter
meeting. So, we must keep the Festival

activity alive and well to attract these internationally
known experts to our event!!!!

Attendance went to over 300 by Saturday. We are
quite confident the Festival hosts can now pay all
their bills, especially with the high numbers of "walk
in" folk who came on Saturday and paid full
registration fee. There were lots of vendors!! Plant
prices rather steep but the quality of the plants was L
excellent. The Dave Wilson Nursery people put on a great fruit tasting event, as usual. All
of the Festival Team wore their dark green shirts which added to the spirit and made it easy
to ask questions/directions, etc.

Larry Hollis, Carol and Robert Scott,
Choung and John Crowe all went

on some of the fantastic tours prior to
the Festival Meetings and after the
meetings. They had high praise for
their tours and hosts.

The CRFG Board meeting went well
with chapter chairs in attendance for
the first hour. Larry Hollis gave a
positive report to the Board and the
Board Members appreciated the
chapter chairs that came and
participated. Bill Grimes, CRFG
President, did a good job. We have
two significant "donations” coming to

k

CRFG in the near future.

Good News: Orange County will host the Festival in 2008 and we will enjoy the avocado as
the Fruit of the Year for 2008. We hope all of our Central Coast Chapter members and
friends will make every effort to attend the Festival of Fruit next year!!

Meals and refreshments were good. Dinner on Saturday night was fantastic and a lot of fun.

Finally, there was lots of high praise for the Festival of Fruit we hosted last September. Many
people made a special effort to tell us how much they enjoyed it. Some reported on how well



their grape plant was doing. One guy from Orange County even wore the “Year of the
Healthful Grape” green shirt that he bought from us last year!!!

If you wish to see some of the photos we took, go see them at:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/joesabol/sets/72157601469078993/

Finally, | drove my truck, loaded
with thousands of back issues of
the Fruit Gardener Magazine and
gave them ALL out to the 20
other chapters represented there to
use for public relations and
recruitment. A special thanks to
many our own Chapter Board
Members who worked for over two
hours, helping to do the inventory,
| sorting, and packaging of these
wonderful magazines. (Shown in
photo taken by Jill Sabol are Owen
Baynham, Ronald Blakey, Marv
and Pet Daniels, Art and Doris
Henzgen, Larry Hollis, Nancy
Lehman, Joe and Jill Sabol, Patty
Schober, Robert and Carol Scott, Jenny Weaver, and Art DeKleine.)

July Meeting at the Righetti Avocado Orchard
By Joe Sabol

.= 1. We set a new record for July
- attendance: there werel07

" people at the meeting according

. to several sources!!! (Photo on

- the left by Ronald Blakely shows

¢ just a few of those attending!)

2. Craig Righetti did the job on
us. We learned a great deal
and had 1000 questions! The
microphone worked well and we
needed it for the big mob!!!
(Craig is shown in the photo on
the next page demonstrating his
grafting technique.)

3. The weather under the sycamore tree was PERFECT, even for Bob in shorts!!
4. We sold out, completely, of bird net!!! We even made a profit!! Thanks to Sassy for
handling the sales!!



