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TheYear of the Avocado

March Meeting

The Cal Poly Plant Conservatory is a large glasshouse located in the middle of the Cal Poly
campus. As about 60 of our members learned during their tour with Dr. Matt Ritter, director
of the Conservatory, during our March meeting, the primary goal there is to maintain a
diverse, well-documented, and accurately labeled living plant collection supporting and
enhancing teaching and research for the faculty and students of Cal Poly. The secondary
objective is to foster education about plant biology and conservation of rare species through
support of community outreach programs.

§ The tours of the
4 Conservatory and the
grounds of Cal Poly, led
by Dr. Matt Ritter, were
most interesting. Dr.
Ritter kept everyone
entertained as they
were educated. We
enjoyed seeing and
learning about the
~ hundreds of species of
| plants growing in the
- Conservatory, many of
them which were on the
R o ST iR g ... rare and endangered
speC|es Ilst We also garnered many facts about the trees on campus—not only about the
world record Karri eucalyptus mentioned in the last issue of the Leaflett—including many very
rare and very large trees. (As you can see in the photo taken by Paul Moyer, most of the tour
members spent lots of time looking UP!) Through the Conservatory program, students and
faculty members have begun identifying, cataloging, mapping, and creating signage for all the
trees and large shrubs on campus. They are also planting a number of rare tree species
throughout the campus.

If you missed this fascinating meeting, be sure to visit the Conservatory website at:
http://www.plantconservatory.calpoly.edu/index.html



April Meeting

What a wonderful and
very warm afternoon 85
or so of our members
enjoyed with the hosts of
our April meeting,
Carolyn and Jim Park.
The Parks grow fruits
and vegetables that they
sell at local farmer’s
markets. Some of their
products are corn, beets,
green beans, lima
beans, squash,
edamame, carrots,
chard, peas, tomatoes,
lemons, apples, plums
and peaches. The list
might not sound real
impressive for a farm, until one realizes that the Parks do it on only one acre, which includes
space for their house! They have packed 17 citrus trees as well as numerous deciduous fruit
trees onto their grounds. They have even found room for some redwoods and other
evergreen trees—just as food for the eye!
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When the Parks moved to SLO from Oklahoma in 1975, they figured they could either mow
or weed their land, or they could garden. Choosing to garden, they soon had more produce
than they could either eat fresh, freeze, or can. That led them to selling at the Farmer’s
Market. They use extensive crop rotation and don’t plant large quantities of any one thing.
Jim bases his crop choices on what he and Carolyn like to eat, because, as he says, if it
doesn't sell, they have to eat it! They are registered organic growers, but the limited
guantities they grow have slowed the process for becoming “Certified”. They have chickens,
too, and teach local school children about raising them. Worms are an important part of any
organic soil program and Carolyn gave an interesting and informative presentation on
growing worms. The attendees came away with a new appreciation for what a backyard
garden could be!

Pheromone Strips—Confusing M oths—and People

Coddling moths certainly are a problem for many home gardeners; that much was clear when
the subject was discussed at the April meeting. There the clarity ended! Local commercial
apple grower, Dr. DiVencenzo, related the success rate he has found using pheromone strips
that confuse adult male moths and break the mating cycle. He offered to give our members
some of the strips that were stored in a large refrigerator at his apple orchard.

Joe Sabol went to the orchard, picked up the donated strips and held a “sale” at his home
that very afternoon. The strips sold out in record time and members were crying for more!
THEN, conflicting reports began. Some said the strips only worked for commercial ventures



