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Central Coast Chapter CRFG 

May 2022 Newsletter 
by Jenny Weaver & Tom Sheldon 

 

 
Next CRFG Meeting 
 
Where: Hein Ranch 
2255 Woodland Hills 
Road. 
Arroyo Grande 

 
Our Host: Martin Hein 
and family.  

 
When: Sat. June 11, 
2022 at 1:00 PM. 
 
Directions: From the 
intersection of Woodland 
Hills and El Campo, 
continue east down the 

dirt road to the end. Go 
through large black gate. 
Park by the grapes. Park 
ON the road. Do not 
pull off the road. It is 
very sandy and you 
may get stuck!! 
 
Please note: Martin says we 
can sit on his patio for our meeting and chat. It is in the middle of the orchard He 

has plenty of tables and chairs because he has hosted weddings there. 

 
REFRESHMENTS: Please bring something to share. Bring your own water, 

preferably in your own container.  
 

 
Here is a little bit of information from Martin Hein, our host. 
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Martin is a farm manager from Bakersfield and grows trees and vines in the 

valley. He is married to Kathryn and has 4 children. He purchased the original 
property in Arroyo Grande in 2011 (5 acres). He has since added 38 more acres.  

 
The Heinôs have avocados, wine grapes and lemons planted now. They are looking 

to plant something else on about 10 more acres and would be interested in 
membersô feedback or experience with something unique that could be 

commercially grown.   
 

The property gets cold in winter. This season, a late freeze damaged the avocado 
bloom, even after frost water and wind machines working. 

 
ñIt was just another season with its own unique set of problems.ò 

 
One of Martinôs latest projects is interplanting wine grape rows and new blocks of 

4 & 8 clones in each block (all on own root and no clones are planted next to each 

other). There are 2,900 vines per acre! é with 3' x 5' spacing.  
 

 
 

Announcements 
 
 

 

Center for Sustainability (CFS) at Cal Poly 

 

Larry Hollis thought this site would be of interest to our group. There is a place 

where you can click to see the most recent list of announcements.  

 
https://cfs.calpoly.edu/announcements 

 

 
 

This information is from Kayla Rutland, the Executive Director of City Farm SLO 

(CFS) 
 

City Farm SLO has a Farm Education Coordinator paid part-time position open.  

The job posting can be found here on Indeed:  
 

https://tinyurl.com/2p8eazf5 

 

https://cfs.calpoly.edu/announcements
https://tinyurl.com/2p8eazf5
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The Great AGventure, Where Kids Explore Agriculture. 
By Jenny Weaver and Marv Daniels 
 

On May 13, Marv Daniels and Pat Moudakis volunteered for The Great Agventure 
South at the Arroyo Grande High School Ag Tech Department. They taught 20 

minute apple grafting lessons to five fourth- grade classes throughout the 
morning. The kids asked great questions and the teachers received the grafted 

apple tree as a gift.  A delicious catered lunch was provided to the volunteers. A 
total of 420 students attended the event and rotated between many mini-

agricultural classes. There will be another Great AGventure North event in 
October at the MidState Fairgrounds. That event is expected to reach 1,400 

students. 

 
Volunteers needed! Please check with Marv Daniels. He would like another CRFG 

volunteer who is comfortable with public speaking who would like to volunteer at 
the AGventure events. It would involve setting up and teaching several mini 

classes related to CRFG and agriculture. It doesnôt have to be grafting. It could be 
about different types of fruit that grow in north county or south county. It could 

be about cross breeding apricots and plums to create Aprium or Pluots.  Marv is 
the contact with The Great AGventure and he would be the liaison between you 

and the Great Agventure organizers. 
 

Contact Marv Daniels at marvnpet@aol.com for more information. 
 

 
Marv Daniels teaching grafting at The Great Agventures Arroyo Grande May 13, 2022 

Photo by Kimberly C. Bradley, Executive Director 

San Luis Obispo County Agricultural Education Committee 

mailto:marvnpet@aol.com
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Pat Moudakis demonstrates grafting to a class at The Great Agventure May 13, 2022 

Photo by Kimberly C. Bradley,  

Executive Director San Luis Obispo County Agricultural Education Committee 

 
 
May 14, 2022 CRFG Meeting 
 
City Farm, SLO  
by Jenny Weaver  

 

Many thanks to our previous co-chair Tucker Schmidt, who stepped in to run the 
meeting because neither of the current co-chairs (Alisha Taff and Seth McMillan) 

could attend. We had a good turnout of members who braved the heat and wind. 
 

City Farm SLO is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization tasked with maintaining the 

Calle Joaquin Agricultural Reserve. The 19 acres property is leased from the city 
of San Luis Obispo. The City Farm uses 4 acres and rents out the rest of the land. 

Part of City Farm SLOôs job is to educate and engage the community in 
sustainable farming practices. They certainly educated and engaged us on the 

14th. 
 

Shane Lovell, Farm Manager, was an energetic and passionate speaker. He 
pointed out some of the main features of the farm while we were standing under 

the large pergola. He said the main clients are the school system, the Food Bank, 
and a couple of local restaurants. He also said they sell directly to consumers on 

Harvestly.co, which can be found at this link:  
 

https://harvestly.co/vendors/city-farm-slo         (note: itôs .co not .com) 

https://harvestly.co/vendors/city-farm-slo
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Shane told us about how composting is done on the farm. We started at the worm 
bin. All the lush leftover greens from the farm go into the top and worm poop 

comes out the bottom!  Shane is an expert because he used to work at Black 
Diamond VermiCompost in Paso Robles. He also explained the 3-bin compost 

system and the bioreactor. Most of these byproducts were used to make ñteasò or 
infusions for the plants.  

 
Shane Lovell (center) and CRFG members at City Farm 

 
CRFG members 
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In the next picture, Shane points out the most established beds for growing vege-

tables. He said itôs been about three years since they have been tilled. The plan is 
to never have to till again. Now that crops are established, they will cut down the 

old crop, leave the roots in the ground, and then broadfork, which helps aerate 

 
From left to right: The worm bin with open lid, 3 compost bins and bioreactor (black 

cover). 

 
The underside of the worm bin. The ñcastingsò (worm poop) is scraped off from here 

and distributed throughout the farm 


