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Next CRFG Meeting   Paul and Marie Moyerôs Mature Orchard 

 
This meeting is open to the public: Learn about and tour a 56-year-old orchard 

with Paul and Marie, the original orchard planters. 

 
When:  Saturday, September 9, 2023 
 
Where:  120 Indian Knob Rd, San Luis Obispo (Squire Canyon between SLO 

and Shell Beach). See map with directions and parking information on next page. 

 

for article submissions:  

crfgccnewsletter@gmail.com 
 

Chapter Web site: 
https://www.crfg-central.org 

 
To contact chapter chairs: 

central_coast@crfg.org  
(underscore between l and c) 

 
Facebook page: 

Facebook-CRFG-Central Coast 
 

mailto:crfgccnewsletter@gmail.com
https://www.crfg-central.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1018573988274668
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Schedule: 

 
12:00 1:00 Set up 
 

1:00 ï 3:30 First socialize and snack on refreshments, Officerôs 
announcements. Then Paul and Marie will talk about and show us their 

extensive and fruitful orchard and garden. 

 
3:30-4:00 Clean up, lock upé 

 
 

 

 
Instructions:  Paul and Marie recommend taking the San Luis Bay Drive exit off of 101. Go 

east on San Luis Bay Drive and go right on Monte Road. Follow it around and make a left 
on Squire Canyon Road, then a right on Indian Knob Road. Look for the CRFG sign on the 

left. Pull into the gate to the property, then park in the field and walk uphill and through 

the orchard gate. Please shut the orchard gate after entry to keep the deer out. 
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Bring: The usual: a healthy snack, your water bottle, hat and chair. 

 
No restrooms available so ñgo before you goò! 

 
As always, no pets. 

 
This is what Paul Moyer says about their mature and fruitful orchard and garden. I 

can vouch for him! I had the good fortune of getting to pick some of Paul and 
Marieôs delicious Hachiya persimmons and taste some of their huge, crisp Asian 

pears last fall. 
 

ñWe have lived here for 56 years and began gardening and planting trees 
almost immediately.  We grew a garden where we lived before in Redwood City. 

 
We have apples (Fuji & Gala), apricots (don't know varieties), persimmons 

(mostly Hachiya, the astringent kind), pears (Potomac, Comice, & Winter Nellie),  

pineapple guavas (also known as feijoas), mulberries, chestnuts, jujubes, plums 
(Satsuma, Burgundy & yellow), blackberries, orange, grapefruit & lemon trees. 

 
In our garden we have tomatoes (several varieties), corn, green beans 

(Kentucky Wonder), summer and winter squash, peppers (Bell and 
Anaheim), and lots of zinnias and marigolds. 

 
Maybe more! Come and discover!ò 
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Announcements of Upcoming Events and More     
 
 

August 20, 2023 SLO Botanical Rumage Sale.  
 

Enjoy free entry to the Garden. There is a $3.00 fee to the County for parking. 
 

There will be a Book Donation station so bring your unused gardening books.  

Possibly find a treasure in the Rumage Sale, help support the Botanical Garden 
and take a tour of the garden for free. 
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September 12-14, 2023    2023 National Heirloom Expo in Ventura! 
 

Wanted: Fresh fruit for the booth display! 
 

Our chapter has been invited to have an exhibition booth at the Heirloom Expo!. 
Itôs free to exhibit and you are not required to be at the booth the entire time if 

you have a display.  
 

Our chapter Chair, Linda Robertson, would like to collect interesting fruit to put on 
the display table. If you have any that will keep in the refrigerator, please save 

them and contact Linda. 
 

Linda Robertson   tinyapplefarm@gmail.com 
 

www.TheHeirloomExpo.com 

info@theheirloomexpo.com 
 

 
 

 
 

Lost and Found: Several dishes were left at the 8/12/23 BBQ potluck.  Elaine 
will wash them and bring them to the next meeting (September 9th Moyers 

orchard). 
 

 
 

Plant Raffle (drawing)  
Update by Nell W. 8/14/23 

 

Thanks to the many members that brought plants to share for our semi-annual 
plant raffle/drawing.  There were well over 100 plants available to look over and 

there were several members that went home with a dozen or more plants! Isn't it 
wonderful to be an active member of our chapter!? 

 
With members getting excited about what plants might come home with them, 

Kathy Longacre and Jeff Wade reported that ticket sales were brisk and that many 
people were checking out the 'special' table.  That table held plants that were 

individually raffled off by putting your ticket directly into a bag that was attached 
to that plant. Some varieties had several plants, so they could be found in both 

areas, making chances even greater to get a plant you wanted.  Regardless of the 
method used, it was our smallest member that picked the largest plant (banana) 

available when her number was called! (see photo page 16).  

mailto:tinyapplefarm@gmail.com
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Our 'sales' for the day were $320 and that is earmarked entirely for the chapter's 
Scholarship program. 

 
The Scholarship Committee is open to including more members that would like to 

be part of continuing and expanding the program.  Please contact ______ if 
interested. 

 
In conclusion:  A wonderful day was had by all!  Many thanks to the chapter that 

purchased the protein; Tucker and family for the BBQ; members that brought, set 
up and took down tables, chairs, shade, etc.; and to all the members participated 

in the pot luck and brought extra  dollars to spend for more plants - because, 
after all, everyone needs more plants!!!!! 

  
Finally, start planning - and planting - what plants you'll be bringing to our 

Holiday Plant Sale at the December meeting.  All edible plants and gently used 

garden tools, accessories will be raffled off.  However, if you bring it and it doesn't 
'sell', you'll be asked to take it back with you.  But until then, see you at the 

September meeting!   
 

 
NEEDED! Volunteers for committees and officer position. 

 
We are currently recruiting a volunteer for the Scholarship committee. 

 
In December, several people will be resigning, and we need dedicated 

replacements for Treasurer and Editor of this Leaflet newsletter. The 
Treasurer is on the chapter board. 

 
Larry Hollis, as chair of the nominating committee, says this: 

 

ñThis year is shaping up to be a year of significant change and challenge for our 
chapter. In addition to Jenny and Tom passing the baton for the Leaflet 

Newsletter, Nell has announced she needs to step down from her roles in chapter 
activities (Scholarship chair & Rootstock orderer), and after 22 years of keeping 

the chapterôs books balanced, Dick, our highly regarded but underpaid treasurer 
has given his noticeò. 

 
If you are interested in volunteering for one of these positions, please contact 

central_coast@crfg.org  (there is an underscore between the l and c) 
 

Or speak to Larry H at the next chapter meeting.  
 

 

mailto:central_coast@crfg.org
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Meeting Notes and Presentation       August 12, Chapter BBQ 
Report by Jenny Weaver 

 
There was a very big turn out of chapter members for the BBQ and plant raffle 

held at Robert & Carolôs garden in Arroyo Grande. The weather cooperated and 
did not rain as it had the previous couple of days! 

 

The homemade Schmidt Pit was manned by-- guess who-- the Schmidts! Tucker, 
his brother Kord, their mother Sherry and Tuckerôs wife Keri. Thank you, Schmidt 

family! While we socialized on the patio and munched on appetizers the Schmidt 
family expertly cooked tri tip, 

chicken and sausage. 
 

Tucker wishes to thank Elaine R. 
for bringing all the bread and 

butter. And many thanks to all 
who brought delicious 

appetizers, side dishes and 
desserts. 

 
Nell organized a plant raffle to 

raise money for the Scholarship 

Fund. Her husband Jeff sold 
tickets and so did Kathy L. There 

were many happy plant winners 
at the end of the meeting. 

 
Linda R., our chapter chair gave 

a short update on events that 
some of our members have been 

participating, including a table at 
Mid State Fair and the Repair 

Caf®, as well as some upcoming 
events.  

 
Linda would like to collect fruit 

for the CRFG booth display at the 

National Heirloom Expo on 
September 12-14. If you have 

some interesting fruit, please 
save it in your fridge and arrange 

to get it to Linda before the 
event.  See ñAnnouncementsò for 

her contact information. 

 
Dave M wondered what pollinated the blue bottle tree! 

Photo by Pat M. 
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Robert gave a description of his orchard and how he managed pests.  He is also 

the resident welder who made the many metal sculptures seen.  Their property is 
2.4 acres and was planted from scratch starting 34 years ago. 

 
It is broken up into sections such as the ñregular fruit orchardò consisting of 

berries, loquats, pears, persimmons, pawpaws, cherry of the Rio Grande, plums 
and citrus.  

 
We were seated near the Palm orchard that also has white sapotes, lucumas 

avocados and feijoas. 
 

Beyond is Carolôs ñMeadowò with a box spring planted with succulents and 
decorated with colored bottles.  All of the mosaic work is done by Carol. And 

there is a lotéon the side of the house, pots, stepping stones, statues, bowling 
balls, birdbathsé Carol also tends an extensive vegetable garden grown on Hugel 

mounds. H¿gelkultur is a German word meaning mound culture or hill culture. 

They built those by excavating about 2 feet of sandy soil and laying down old logs 
and branches. Then they layered weeds, of which they have plenty especially in 

this wet year! They alternated with horse poop. Itôs like a weed and poop garden 
lasagna!  

 
You can read more about Huegal culture here:  

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%BCgelkultur 

 
 

Once a week, Robert and Carol get a large delivery of horse poop which is the 
only fertilizer they use throughout the property. 

 
For gopher control they have Ziggy the cat and they also use gopher and mole 

traps from Trapline. Robert uses the ñGophinatorò traps for large runs and the 

smaller mole traps for small runs. 
 

 
More about the traps here:  

 
https://www.traplineproducts.com/ 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%BCgelkultur
https://www.traplineproducts.com/
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Robert has discovered that 

gophers love California Poppy 
roots. When he puts a trap in 

a gopher run, he baits it with 
our state flowerôs root.  

 
Unfortunately there wasnôt 

enough time to teach 
budding lessons. Instead, we 

finished up with the plant 
raffle. Thanks to all who 

brought plants to raffle off. 
 

Our two youngest members 
Remy and Raine helped Nell 

pull out the raffle tickets. 

Also, to their delight they 
won LOTS of plants! They 

filled up their car with a tall 
banana plant, goldenberry 

plants, some fig trees and 
much more! There was 

barely room for the girls!   
 

A fun time was had by all and 
again, special thanks to 

Robert and Carol for hosting 
the big event at their place 

and to the Schmidts: Tucker 
& Keri, Kord and Sherry for 

cooking over hot oak coals 

for several hours. 
 

 

 
Iron bird sculpture by Robert 

Photo by Pat M 
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Highly productive bottle-bedspring plant! 

Photo by Pat M 
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Tea pots and heads by Carol. 

Photo by Pat M 
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Tea pot totem in the cactus garden 

Photo by Pat M 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



  13 

 

 
Kord and Tucker manning the Schmidt Pit. 

 
Photo by Jenny 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
                   Happy members with new plants. 
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Medhi looks over plant raffle options 

 

 
Plants ready to be raffled. Mostly edible, some ornamental 

 

 
Linda (standing, right) starts the meeting 
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Robert and Carol get up to talk about their orchard and yard art 

 
 

 

 
Robert (standing center) talks about the many varieties of plants and their history 
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Guests listen next to a background of palms, lucuma, avocados, feijoas,  

and other plantings. 

 
 

 

 
Jeff (left) was busy selling raffle tickets 
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Nell starts the raffle with the help of Raine and Remy 

Photo by Jeff 

 

 
Our youngest members admiring their new plants they won in the raffle 
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Tucker considering what to do with the bird house he just won 

 

 
Collecting plants during the raffle 

 

 
Erika and Claudia 
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Mark W and Keri admire the BBQ Pit designed and built by the Schmidt brothers 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Paw paws 
 

(also spelled as papaw, pawpaw, or 
paw-paw!) 
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Mark, Larry, Robert, and Tom 

 


























