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NOTICE 
 
The March 11th propagation meeting has been rescheduled to 
April 1, 2023 due to “Atmospheric River”. Everything else is the 
same. See your February newsletter for details or check CRFG 
Chapter Calendar here:  
 
https://www.crfg-central.org/calendar 
 
 
 
CRFG April Meeting Regular 2nd Saturday 
 
When: April 8, 2023 
 
Schedule: 
12:00 Set up. 
1:00 Socialize and enjoy snacks brought by members. 
1:30-3:00 Meeting and presentation by Jayme Finley.  
3:00 -3:30 Clean up. 
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Where: 12215 Cenegal Rd, Atascadero 
  See instructions and map later in this document 
 
Hosts: Claudia Callwood and Joe Berkman 
 
What you need to know:  Everyone bring chairs unless you want to sit on the 
dirt. Please bring food offerings for the group. Bring your own water container. 
There is shade but hats and sunscreen are recommended.  
 
Please carpool if you can. 
 
No restrooms will be available. “Go before you go”! 
 
 
 
Claudia Callwood’s Bio 
 
My interest in fruit trees began in my early 20s. In my travels after college, I 
landed on a small 4 square mile Caribbean island. 
 

 
Claudia opening a coconut with a machete when living on island 

 
It was on that island where the people grew their ground provisions, garden items 
and tropical fruit trees that I was immersed in their ways of life and knowledge of 
what they grew. I also learned about and used the island plants for their 
medicinal value. I lived on the island for ten years. 
 
I began to plant fruit trees in 1986 in my Atascadero yard. Whatever could grow 
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in the North County summertime heat and the freezing temperatures of 
wintertime were planted. 

 
Orchard Claudia began in 1986 

 
I learned about growing California fruit trees and gardening through practice, 
talking to others, and lots of reading. In 2012 I was shown how to graft fruit 
trees, and my first was a pluot scion on an apricot. That tree is now beautifully 
big, and has a number of other grafts I have done on it including 2 other apricot 
varieties and a peach. That Atascadero yard now has about 40 fruit trees with 
many multi-grafted, along with 4 almond trees and 14 grape plants. 
 
In 2016 I began planting trees where I currently live. Over a few seasons I have 
planted during times optimal for success which is early springtime and autumn 
after the first rain. Each year, I have added 4 or 5 fruit trees to the yard. My 
planting expanded outside the deer-proof fenced area in 2019 with 7 Arbequina 
olives and 1 Arbosana olive along with 3 Strawberry trees (Arbutus unedo). I 
have since added a Mulberry and two Jujubee trees. I can always find space for a 
fruit tree! 
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Picking apricots. Tree kept at ladder height max 

 
 

Growing Fruit Trees in Atascadero  
by Claudia Callwood 
 
Timing is key. I get fruit trees any time of year and hold onto them, often for 
months. Then, with our first rain of the season I do the planting. 
 
Also key to a tree's survival in Atascadero is both the tree's rootstock by selecting 
what grows best in hard clay, and the soil mix used in planting. I create a mix of 
dirt from my open field, compost from kitchen scraps & horse manure, a bit of 
bag amendment and a small amount of Kelp Meal (Bridgewell brand pure Nova 
Scotia). Importantly, plant in a gopher resistant cage of 1 inch poultry wire and 
always water after planting even if raining, to ensure there are no air spaces.   
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Keeping racoons away from fruit 

 
 

Atascadero has rather harsh growing conditions with the extreme temperatures, 
hungry bugs and pesky birds. But, the rewards of growing food are many; 
including feeling successful, knowing the food is pure and safe, and the happiness 
of sharing with neighbors and friends. 
 
 

 
Pluot grafted onto French Prune tree. Young fruit of both in photo. 
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Presenter at Next Meeting 
 
Jayme Finley is the co-owner of Finley Family Nursery, which began in 1995. She 
is a graduate of Templeton High School, Cal Poly SLO and the Master Gardener 
program. 
 
Finley Family Nursery features edibles, California natives, a large selection of 
lavender and other fine perennials, shrubs and trees in a farm atmosphere. 
 
Attracting pollinators and beneficial insects is an important part for any thriving 
garden.  Jayme will present a few of her favorite plants that attract bees, 
butterflies and hummingbirds. 
 
 
Directions to Next Meeting 
 
See map on the next page 
 

• Get off 101 at Traffic Way in Atascadero. 

• Go west and immediately turn left, then right around a church 

parking lot, onto Santa Lucia. 

• Stay on Santa Lucia. You will pass the Atascadero High baseball 

field, continuing on Santa Lucia driving uphill. 

• At the 4-way stop sign which is Santa Lucia & Portola, just 

continue straight on Santa Lucia for over 3 miles. 

• At Laurel Road, go left. 

• At Cenegal Road, go right and continue to the end. House 

numbers are on the mailbox post, on the left side of the street. 

Look for 12215 Cenegal Road. 

 
Parking: According to Claudia, "Parallel parking will be on one side of 
the street which will be the same side as Claudia's property." 
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Announcements     
 
Scholarship Update 
March, 2023 
 
From Nell, Raffle and Scholarship Chairperson:  
CRFG Central Coast Chapter  

 
 
Our Chapter has been giving out Scholarships for many years before I joined the 
committee 7+ years ago.  They have ranged from 3-8 recipients yearly and from 
$100 - $1,500 per scholarship.   
 
Last year was a transitional year for our Chapter as well as most of California as 
we started moving around with ease after the pandemic lockdown.  Last year our 
committee funded all 12 Cal Poly requestees an amount between $1,000 and 
$1,500 each.  This represented students from the 2 previous years that were 
missed, as well as the current class.   
 
This current year we want to fund our usual 4–6 students at Cal Poly as well as 
create a new program for 2 more students at Cuesta North Community College in 
Paso Robles.  We have also instituted a ‘Joe Sabol Teacher of the Year’ award, but 
like Cuesta, have not yet set up and initiated the program.  These will all be 
determined after compiling a base year of chapter receivables to determine if 
these programs are feasible to carry out.  September, 2022 is when we started, 
and these are our monthly receivables figures to date:   
 
September            $632.00 Plants sold at Arroyo Grande Harvest Festival 
October                    25.00 Donation jar at monthly meeting 
December               534.00 Plant raffle as well as $100 direct donation 
January                  300.00 Donation to Scholarship/Marv pruning apple trees 
February                 104.00 Donation Jars at Scion E 
                           1,914.00  Rootstock Sales at Scion E 
                           1,540.00  Store Sales at Scion E 
                              350.00  Garden Quilt  
                                    ------------ 
Total to date       $5,399.00** 
**. There are also a few schools that pay in arrears and amounts to almost $700 
additional revenue.  They will be recorded in the month they come in. 
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Nell’s report continued… 
 
In addition to the cash stipend, we also offered a year’s membership of both the 
state and the local chapter to the recipients.  6 of the 12 students took us up on 
our offer.  Two have volunteered at our Scion Exchange meeting, while another 
recipient will be helping us with our March meeting - which is a Fruit Propagation 
workshop to fund our Scholarship goals.   
 
We had required them to give us a bit of information about themselves by either 
writing an article for our newsletter, the Leaflet, or by attending a monthly 
meeting.  All twelve complied with the request, with 4 fulfilling the request in 
person.  It was a pleasure to hear/read about their goals and aspirations and that 
we helped in some way to make these goals into possibilities and opportunities.   
 
Our long-term Scholarship goal is to go full circle with our recipients – that is; 
have our recipients become CRFG members, whether locally or where ever they 
call home (we have one recipient moving to Hawaii after graduation).  It is our 
wish to encourage these future fruit growers to join us for years to come and for 
us to learn from them as well.   
 
We would welcome hearing what other chapters are doing in the way of 
scholarships and how their programs work.  Having an article in the Fruit 
Gardener is a great way to start a forum where we can all learn from each other 
and also to collaborate on common future goals, such as bringing back the 
Festival of Fruit.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
CRFG-SLO BOARD MEETING, MARCH 3, 2023 
By Linda Robertson, Vice Chair 

 
 
 The chapter board met by zoom on Friday, March 3 and discussed several 
topics of interest to the chapter: 
 
 Scion exchange: The exchange was a success.  48 members joined or 
renewed their memberships at the exchange.  We collected $1,914 from rootstock 
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sales and $1,540 from sales at the store.  Donations in the various collection jars 
totaled $104. We can use volunteers to help plan the exchange for next year.  
 
 The quilt raffle has collected $350 so far.  We will be selling more tickets 
and doing the drawing at our meeting on March 11. 
 
 Rootstocks: getting rootstocks for our exchange has been increasingly 
difficult, and the process for selling and distributing what we buy is time-
consuming .  Customarily we’ve bought rootstocks not only for sale at the scion 
exchange, but for other groups to use in outreach programs teaching grafting to 
students.  We need to try to find additional sources for rootstocks. We also need 
volunteers to help organize the purchase and distribution of rootstocks. If anyone 
has a line on places we can buy rootstocks, preferably in California or not far from 
it, or is interested in volunteering with rootstock sales, please e-mail Seth or 
Linda.   
 
 Growing our own rootstocks.  We can’t grow all that we need.  But it’s 
pretty simple to grow avocado seedlings from pits of the avocados we eat, and 
they will work as rootstocks to graft onto.  If we can grow a few over the year, we 
can sell them at the scion exchange.   
 
 Apple grafting program: For many years, a group of our chapter members 
has been going out to about 20 high schools in the area to teach grafting classes. 
Joe did most of the organizing, and the small, dedicated group of grafters went to 
the schools to teach.  With Joe no longer active, the future of the program is in 
doubt.  Marv, Jim Ritterbush, and Tucker went out to the schools this year, and 
Nell took care of filling orders from the teachers at the schools for rootstocks.  
But they don’t think they can continue doing this next year.  To keep the program 
going, we’re thinking of changing it so that volunteers from the chapter “adopt” a 
couple of schools, work with the teachers on getting and potting rootstocks, and 
teach the classes.  We’re also considering a class to teach the teachers 
themselves to graft trees.   
 If you’re interested in helping with planning next year’s scion exchange, 
acquiring and distributing rootstocks, or the apple grafting program, e-mail Seth 
(sethmc2010@gmail.com) or Linda (tinyapplefarm@gmail.com.) 
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Compost Giveaway is Back!!! 
 
From San Luis Obispo County Integrated Waste Management Authority: 
 
Editor’s alert: Get in line early so you can make it to the April 1st CRFG 
propagation meeting at CRFG Orchard at Cal Poly at 1:00. 
 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 1st. 
 
Kompogas SLO is hosting their biannual COMPOST GIVEAWAY for residents!  
 
When: Saturday, April 1st, 10am - 2pm  
 
Who: Residents  
 
Where: Kompogas facility - 4300 Old Santa Fe Rd, San Luis Obispo  
 
How: first come, first serve. Pick up trailers, small trailers, and buckets accepted.  
 
Individuals can go to the Kompogas plant with pickup trucks, small trailers and 
individual cars to get some of their organic compost, which is a byproduct of our 
renewable energy facility. 
 
 
Learn more here:  
 
https://kompogas-slo.com/spring-2023-compost-give-away/ 
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The Scion Exchange was a success!  So I’ve heard! 
Compiled by Jenny who was not there. But I read a lot of planning emails, heard 
from a lot of people and have seen comments on Facebook. 
 

 
 
Thank you to Carol for contributing your memory of the events! 
 
A lot of volunteers did a lot of work behind the scenes and before the event. I 
have tried to list everyone that I know participated, heard about or saw in photos. 
Please forgive me if you are omitted. But, the group appreciates you and your 
involvement regardless.  
 
Before the event: Robert, Carol, Marv, Tucker gathered apple scion wood with 
Mike Cirone’s from his See Canyon apple orchards. 
 
Sheri made fliers, posted on KCBX Community Calendar and on Facebook. 
 
Jenny ordered wholesale packs of Codling Moth pheromone loops totaling 1,200. 
Terri singlehandedly packaged up bundles of loops to sell. We used to do it on the 
Friday work night or in Jenny’s yard during Covid. 
 
Roxy ordered grafting supplies for “The Store” and sold Quilt Raffle tickets. 
 
Nell ordered rootstocks and got donated supplies from Farm Supply. 
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The planning Team planned: Sharon, Seth, Linda, Dick, Elaine, Tucker, Nell, 
Evelyn worked out details, reimbursed, paid for supplies for Friday’s Night-Before-
Work-Night and the Saturday Event. 
 
Gabrielle went to the Monterey Chapter Scion Exchange earlier and brought 
scions from there. 
 
John Valenzuela and Christine (they belong to Redwood Chapter) brought scions 
from Golden Gate Chapter. 
 
Chapter members collected, labeled & preserved their unpatented scion wood. 
 
Dr. Garner arranged for us to use the Cal Poly Crops Unit Friday night. 
Her Pomology students volunteered at the event. 
 
Work night Friday: Tucker & Keri S, Seth &Keri Mc, Dick, Terri, Roxy, Mark W, 
Pat, Marv, Sharon, Linda, Robert & Carol, Gabrielle, Nell, new Seth, Evelyn, 
Elaine, John & Christine, Julie…Rootstock orders were assembled, room readied 
for the big event, good camaraderie and food was enjoyed… 
 
Scion Exchange Saturday (Inside): Tucker, Robert, Carol, Jack, Gabrielle, 
Gabriel, Deb. Others who helped set up were Dean, Mark W and Carmela & Mark. 
 
Scion Exchange Outside: 
Store: Roxy and Terri, possibly others and people who cleared out their 
gardening books, pots and garden art treasures to pass onto others. 
 
Rootstocks: Nell, Mark, a new Seth (don't know his last name), Pat, Linda… 
 
Membership/Security: Keri M and Keri S., Julie, Ashley 
 
Food and Hospitality: Evelyn and Elaine and all the folks who brought delicious 
and healthy snacks. 
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Elaine on left, Evelyn on right did a fantastic job with the food! 

 
Grafting Demonstrations: Five “Gifted Grafters” were Claudia, Dick, Marv, 
Robert ( all from our chapter) and Christine (from Redwood Chapter). 
 

 
Dick and Claudia share the far back table. Both in blue. Dick on left, Claudia on 

right with back to camera. 
 
Photos and Videos: Tom and others who provided photos. 
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Recent Events with CRFG Volunteers 
Cal Poly “26 Hour” Event 
 
The “26 Hour” event is an annual event that our chapter has regularly 
volunteered to help teach apple grafting. The students participate for 26 hours, 
not the volunteers! The event took place on Thursday, March 2nd. 
 
The following photo and information was provided by Linda Robertson, who 
participated in the grafting event. She said that Marv, Nell, Jim, and Bridget also 
participated.  
 

 
Alex Flores from Santa Paula High School taught grafting technique. Dr. Robert 

Flores in the background. 
Photo by Linda Robertson 



  16 

 
CRFG volunteers Linda, Jim, and Nell in red shirts. Marv on the far right 

 

 
Jim R. in the red shirt. Final goop being applied. Sorry, no photo of Bridget R. Photo 

provided by Isaac Lopez, an Agricultural Science Undergraduate, Cal Poly 
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The following info was provided by Marv Daniels, Apple Grafting Team 
Coordinator: 
 
Cal Poly students potted the rootstock and brought the scion wood from the 
cooler. 
 
I cut scion size cuttings in about 10 minutes. 
 
Alex Flores, from Santa Paula High School, was the Apple Grafting Presenter and 
taught both classes. A class of 50 students for an hour-long class, then lunch 
break of 45 minutes followed by another class of 50 students for another hour. 
 
 

 
Students try their grafting skills. 

Photo provided by Isaac Lopez, an Agricultural Science Undergraduate, Cal Poly 
 
 



  18 

 
A completed graft. Photo provided by Isaac Lopez, Ag Science Undergraduate, Cal Poly 

 

 
Marv Daniels demonstrates grafting to a student. 

Photo from Isaac, an Agricultural Science Undergraduate, Cal Poly 
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Here’s Nell’s comment: I personally enjoyed how enthusiastic some students 
were, while some were so hesitant to make that first cut.   
 

 
 
Left: Dr. Robert Flores, who joined the Agricultural Education & Communication 
Department at Cal Poly in 1983.  He is serving as the Department Head.  He 
teaches undergraduate courses and supervises graduate students in the 
credential and masters program.  He also serves as a core faculty member for the 
California Agricultural Leadership Program. Alex Flores on the right. 
 
 
 
 
Fruit Tree and Avocado Grafting Workshop Held in Los Osos 
 

By Wendy McKeown CRFG Member 
 
On Saturday, March 4th, fifteen people gathered for a fruit tree and avocado 
grafting workshop, organized by the Los Osos Valley Garden Club.  The workshop 
was held at garden club members Kimberly and Norm Timbs’ beautiful property in 
Los Osos. We first had excellent instruction and demonstrations by grafting 
experts from the California Rare Fruit Growers - Central Coast Chapter:  Marv 
Daniels and Tucker Schmidt.  
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Next, participants had the opportunity to practice what they learned by grafting 
onto avocado rootstock, peach and apple trees. The LOV Garden Club would like 
to thank Marv and Tucker of the CRFG for making this a great success, and 
Kimberly and Norm for hosting this event. 
 
 

 
Members of the Los Osos Valley Garden Club watch Marv Daniels graft. Tucker (on the 

right) also assisted. Photo by LOVGC. 
 
 

 
Marv (in the red apron). Photo by LOVGC.  
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Marv and Tucker applying goop. Photo by LOVGC. 

 
 

 
Marv amusing the crowd while working on a peach tree. Photo by LOVGC. 
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Avocado seedlings ready for grafting and leafless scion. Photo by LOVGC. 

 
 

 
Tucker leading an avocado grafting session.  Photo by LOVGC. 
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Marv grafting an apple tree. Photo by LOVGC.  

 
 

 
Marv and Tucker in the middle of some happy Los Osos Valley gardeners. Photo by 

LOVGC  
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Sad News 
David Quinn Christie, September 1937 – January 24, 2023 
 
Message from Marv February 26, 2023 
 
David Christie, 85, Master Gardener and CA Rare Fruit 
Grower Longtime High School Grafting team member and 
Scholarship Committee member passed away several 
weeks ago. Per Alice Killgore, a good friend of Dave 
Christie’s wife Cathy. 
 
An Obituary and ways to show your support can be found 
on the Santa Barbara Neptune Society’s website. Fond 
memories and expressions of sympathy may be shared 
at the following link for the Christie family: 
 
www.neptunesociety.com/location/santa-barbara-
cremation 
Editor’s note: I have known Dave for a long time since I worked at the Agriculture 
Department in San Luis Obispo. Dave was a Master Gardener and shared the 
same office building. Dave was always kind, funny and friendly. Our chapter had 
a meeting at Dave and Cathy’s home in Arroyo Grande many years ago.  Dave 
taught us how to make hypertufa pots. We all got to make some and take them 
home. I still have a few that often remind me of Dave. 
 
Here are just a few photos we found in Joe Sabol’s photo archive to remind you of 
Dave and how active he was in our group. This is just a few from one year! 
 

 
Standing: Marv, Carmela, Henry, Pet, Art, Teacher, Dave, Joe. Seated: Bob 

2013 photo from the Joe Sabol archive 

 
Dave Christie 

2013 photo from Joe 
Sabol archive 
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Choung, Carol, Pet, Dave, Gabrielle, Robert, Art at Gabrielle’s home.  

2013 photo from Joe Sabol archive 
 

This is what lifetime-member Gabrielle said about this photo: 
 

Sorry to hear about Dave Christie passing away. 
This is a photo taken in my yard. The “crew” came to the Santa Ynez Valley to do the apple 

grafting at the local HS, and I made lunch for everyone at our house. Yes, I remember making a 
smoothie before walking around the yard. 

 

       
Dave Christie                              Gabrielle 
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Dave 4th from left with the grafting gang.  

2013 photo from Joe Sabol archive  
 
 
 
 

 
“This is how you hold your knife and cut AWAY from you”!  

2013 photo from Joe Sabol archive 
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