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Next CRFG Meeting   Is only for Chapter Members!  Elections! 

 
When: Saturday December 10th, 2022 
 
Where: 1195 Tiffany Ranch Rd. Arroyo Grande  
 
Our host is Elaine Rathbun who is on the hospitality committee. 

Note: It is halfway between Arroyo Grande and San Luis Obispo. Tiffany Ranch Rd 
can be accessed from both Corbet Canyon and Orcutt Rd.  There will be a CRFG 

sign at the entrance of the property. There are lots of trees around the entrance. 

 

 
Parking: There is limited parking by the house, so we ask people to drop off 

things then drive down the hill to park in the open space by the horse corral or on 
Tiffany Ranch Rd. People who need to park closer to the house are welcome to 

park there.  There will also be a shuttle from the parking area to the house. 

mailto:crfgccnewsletter@gmail.com
https://www.crfg-central.org/
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Schedule: 

 
11:00-12:00 for set up. 
 

12:00-1:00 Holiday Potluck: Bring side dishes, salads and desserts. Meat 
and beverages will be provided. Evelyn is bringing turkey. Elaine is bringing 

ham. Larry H. is bringing rotisserie chickens. 
 

Please bring your own table setting and chair.  
 

Bring lots of dollar bills to buy raffle tickets for the edible-plant raffle. 
The money raised goes to future scholarships for outstanding agricultural 

students. 
 

Our Best CRFG Manners While Visiting Homes, Nurseries, Growers, etc. 

1. We never bring pets to meetings/tours and we never even ask if we may! 
 

1:00-2:00 Meeting: Officer Elections 
 

Volunteers needed for committee chair positions and committee members. 
Don’t be shy if you are new to the chapter or think you don’t know much 

about fruit trees. That’s not a requirement to volunteer. You just need a 
willingness to help and commit.  

 
“Many hands make light work.” (John Heywood (c. 1497 – c. 1580) was an 

English writer known for his plays, poems, and collection of proverbs.) 
 

2:00-3:00 Presentation by Jim Patterson 
 

Jim Patterson from the Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo (LCSLO) will 

be our speaker. He is the former owner of Bay Laurel Nursery in Atascadero, 
a former member of the SLO Board of Supervisors, a past president and 

current member of the LCSLO board. 
 

Jim enjoys hiking, kayaking, birding and spending time in his small 
deciduous fruit orchard.  

 
He will tell us about the LCSLO in general and about the acquisition and 

stewardship of the apple orchards once owned by the late Dr. John 
DeVincenzo along the SLO Creek near Avila. 

 
3:00-3:30 Plant raffle outside. Clean up. 
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Announcements     

 
 
From Nell, Raffle and Scholarship Chairperson: 

 
For our December 10th Holiday Potluck, Edible-Plant Raffle and So 

Much More Meeting 
 

Income from plant sales and raffles benefits the Scholarship program. 

 
Greetings fellow plant lovers: 

 
If you’re able to donate rooted, potted plants and cuttings for the December 

raffle, please let me know what you will be bringing – and if you need help 
bringing it to the December 10th meeting. My email is 

nellcentralcoast@gmail.com and I look forward to ‘hearing’ from you. 
 

Our annual plant raffle benefiting the scholarship program will be happening 
during our December 10th holiday potluck meeting, Make sure you bring plenty of 

cash as inflation hasn't hit our prices yet - they are still $1 each or 6 for $5.  If 
you have plenty of plants (really?) you can deposit your cash or check directly 

into the scholarship fund jar, which will be at the membership table.   
 

Please bring plants to donate as well.  All you need to do is label them and have 

them pest and weed free.  A few 'special plants' might have their very own raffle 
numbers, so make sure you check out the plants before sitting down to eat.   

 
And finally, (whew!) we would appreciate it if you start saving up your gently 

used garden related items, and donate it to us in February , as we will again have 
a 'swap -o-rama' sale at the Scion Exchange (2/18/23), which is similar to a 

garden garage sale.  It was well received several years ago and we're looking 
forward to having it again. 

 
Happy Thanksgiving to all and looking forward to seeing everyone on December 

10th! 
 

The Scholarship Committee 
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From Larry, Nominating Committee Chair 

 

Hello Central Coast Chapter members.  Our December meeting is less than a 
month away, and the Nominating Committee is compiling a slate of candidates to 

be nominated at the meeting and approved by the membership.  The nominating 
committee is looking for volunteers to fill vacancies on several of the chapter 

committees.  We need help with apple grafting programs, manning the 
membership table, helping out at the scion exchange, and performing several 

other tasks.  Some of these positions are for a year commitment, and others are 
for one meeting or event.  If you would like to join a committee, have questions 

about vacancies, or just be on the volunteer list, email Larry Hollis at 
l_hollis@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
November 12 Meeting Notes and Presentation   
Report by Jenny Weaver 

Our meeting this month was held at Cal Poly and was open to the public. We had 

several new people attend from the SLO Food Bank and One Cool Earth.  

        

Left, good attendance at the Cal Poly Crops Unit. Right, Sharon led the meeting 

Edwin Moscoso was our speaker. He is the Deputy Agricultural Commissioner with 
the Pest Exclusion program in the SLO Agriculture/Weights & Measures 

Department. To watch the video, click here: https://youtu.be/b8cwsFhz5gA 

 

mailto:l_hollis@hotmail.com
https://youtu.be/b8cwsFhz5gA


  6 

Below is what is on the SLO Agriculture Department’s website 

The Pest Prevention Program Mission Statement: 

To protect the environment, consumers and producers of Agricultural 

products in San Luis Obispo County by preventing the introductions or 

establishment of exotic pests and diseases. 

 

The Pest Prevention program is mandated by the California Food and 

Agricultural Code to prevent the introduction, establishment, and spread of 
exotic pests and plant diseases in California. This protects agriculture, 

cities, suburbs, and native habitat from pests foreign to California. 

 

Pest Exclusion 

Prevents the introduction and establishment of exotic pests 

Assists exporters of agricultural products 

Limits the spread of newly discovered pests 

 

Here is Edwin’s background info: 

As a child, Edwin grew up in a remote and isolated small village in Guatemala.  He lacked 
very basic services such as potable water and electricity, but he enjoyed a great variety 
of tropical fruits such as mangos (in all shapes and forms), marañones, chicos, anonas, 

cherimoyas, many types of bananas, pink guavas, zunzas, papayas and passion fruit.  
When he was 12, he moved to the big city where he finished elementary school, 

becoming the first one in his village to achieve this level of education.  He was able to 
continue in school and eventually graduated as an Agricultural Engineer at La Universidad 
de San Carlos de Guatemala.  He worked for the Medfly Project in Guatemala for a couple 

of years as the Pest Detection Supervisor for the Northern Region.  Due to the civil war 
that his country was experiencing in the late 80s, Edwin fled Guatemala and ended up in 

Los Angeles where he worked for the California Department of Food and Agriculture, also 
in the Medfly Project.   After working about 3.5 years for the Medfly Project, Edwin was 
hired by the San Luis Obispo County Agricultural Department as an Agricultural 

Inspector/Biologist in 1995.  In this capacity, he worked over twenty years in the 
Department largest programs:  Pesticide Use Enforcement, Pest Detection, and Pest 

Exclusion.  In 2016, Edwin was promoted to Deputy Agricultural Commissioner.  In this 
position, he has overseen several Programs such as Pest Exclusion, Nursery, Organics, 
Farmers’ Markets, Glassy Wing Sharpshooter, and other smaller programs. 

 

Edwin shared some of his experiences with unusual fruits from his homeland. He 
was lucky enough to be able to climb a nearby tree and help himself to delicious 

tropical fruits. Many of us are envious! 
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We learned about several serious pests that transmit diseases that are present in 

California. 
 

We also learned about pests that are not yet in California but exist in other parts 
of the USA mainland and Hawaii. Here are some of the insects and diseases he 

discussed and some links to learn more. 

 

Glassy-winged Sharpshooter insects transmit Pierce’s Disease to grapevines.  
https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Agriculture-Weights-and-

Measures/Services/Glassy-winged-Sharpshooter-Pierce-s-Disease-Contro.aspx 
 

Rain made by GWSS in Tahiti: 
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=DrnBoG_HPp8 

 
Asian Citrus Psyllid (ACP) transmits Huanglongbing (HLB or Citrus Greening) 

to citrus. ACP has recently been found in an area of Arroyo Grande. The California 

Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) is contacting owners in the 
quarantine area to treat all citrus trees with a foliar and soil drench. It is 

“OPTIONAL”. If the homeowner does not want the trees treated, CDFA will release 
parasitic wasps to help control ACP. 

How dogs are trained in Florida to find HLB:  
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=XEKSAmhr6NM 

 
Current numbers of trees infected with HLB: 

https://maps.cdfa.ca.gov/WeeklyACPMaps/HLBWeb/HLB_Treatments.pdf 
 

3-year old video showing the work the state does to fight HLB.  The numbers are 
old, but the process is the same:  

https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=gqyQZSKHyBQ 
 

Spotted Lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) is native to China and was first 

detected in Pennsylvania in September 2014. Spotted lanternfly feeds on a wide 
range of fruit, ornamental and woody trees, with tree-of-heaven being one of the 

preferred hosts. Spotted lanternflies are invasive and can be spread long 
distances by people who move infested material or items containing egg masses. 

If allowed to spread in the United States, this pest could seriously impact the 
country’s grape, orchard, and logging industries. 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pests-diseases/hungry-pests/the-
threat/spotted-lanternfly/spotted-lanternfly 

 
Saturday Night Live skit showing the nastiness of Spotted Lanternfly:   

https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=K_x4soinsRQ 
 

 

https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Agriculture-Weights-and-Measures/Services/Glassy-winged-Sharpshooter-Pierce-s-Disease-Contro.aspx
https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Agriculture-Weights-and-Measures/Services/Glassy-winged-Sharpshooter-Pierce-s-Disease-Contro.aspx
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=DrnBoG_HPp8
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=XEKSAmhr6NM
https://maps.cdfa.ca.gov/WeeklyACPMaps/HLBWeb/HLB_Treatments.pdf
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=gqyQZSKHyBQ
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pests-diseases/hungry-pests/the-threat/spotted-lanternfly/spotted-lanternfly
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pests-diseases/hungry-pests/the-threat/spotted-lanternfly/spotted-lanternfly
https://www.yout-ube.com/watch?v=K_x4soinsRQ
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Citrus Canker is not known in California but is present in Florida. It mainly 

spreads through infected wood. 
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/citrus/pests_diseases/ccd.html#:~:text=The%20diseas

e%20is%20not%20known,Cancrosis%20B%20and%20Cancrosis%20C. 
 

Citrus Yellow Vein Clearing Virus 
A virus native to China, it was first found in the United States in Tulare, County, 

California. 
 

https://www.freshfruitportal.com/news/2022/08/29/citrus-yellow-vein-clearing-
virus-strikes-tulare-county-report/ 

 
Interview with a CDFA official talking about Citrus Yellow Vein Clearing Virus: 

https://www.aginfo.net/report/54051/California-Ag-Today/Lookout-for-Citrus-
Yellow-Vein-Clearing-Virus-Found-in-Tulare 

 

Nematodes 
Microscopic worms that severely damage plant roots and stems are present in 

Florida and Hawaii. 
 

From the California Plant Quarantine Manual: 
 

The following areas are known to be infested with burrowing 
nematode: Florida, Hawaii, the counties of Cameron and 

Hidalgo in Texas, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 
 

The Reniform Nematode occurs in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, N. Carolina, S. Carolina and Texas 

 
The entire California Nematode Quarantine is here: 

http://pi.cdfa.ca.gov/pqm/manual/pdf/315.pdf 

 
Here is a list of products allowed and prohibited from Hawaii. 

https://ask.usda.gov/s/article/Are-there-restrictions-on-bringing-back-food-and-
agricultural-items-from-Hawaii-to-the-continental 

 
If you are planning to bring plant material in from other counties in California, 

states or countries it is recommended that you contact our local Ag Department. 
 

For information and services related to Weights and Measures devices and 
Agriculture contact them at: 

 
Main San Luis Obispo Office: (805) 781-5910 

Email: AgCommSLO@co.slo.ca.us 

https://www.freshfruitportal.com/news/2022/08/29/citrus-yellow-vein-clearing-virus-strikes-tulare-county-report/
https://www.freshfruitportal.com/news/2022/08/29/citrus-yellow-vein-clearing-virus-strikes-tulare-county-report/
https://www.aginfo.net/report/54051/California-Ag-Today/Lookout-for-Citrus-Yellow-Vein-Clearing-Virus-Found-in-Tulare
https://www.aginfo.net/report/54051/California-Ag-Today/Lookout-for-Citrus-Yellow-Vein-Clearing-Virus-Found-in-Tulare
http://pi.cdfa.ca.gov/pqm/manual/pdf/315.pdf
http://pi.cdfa.ca.gov/pqm/manual/pdf/315.pdf
https://ask.usda.gov/s/article/Are-there-restrictions-on-bringing-back-food-and-agricultural-items-from-Hawaii-to-the-continental
https://ask.usda.gov/s/article/Are-there-restrictions-on-bringing-back-food-and-agricultural-items-from-Hawaii-to-the-continental
mailto:AgCommSLO@co.slo.ca.us
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CRFG Demonstration Orchard Workday 
by Dara Manker 

 
Saturday, October 22nd, 2022 

 
Thank you volunteers Dick, Else, Elaine, 

Jared, Jesse, Mark, Mehdi, and Cal Poly 
student Haley for all of your help in the 

orchard this workday! 
 

We had sign-in sheets, a to-do list, CRFG  

info, whitewash and a brush, pruners, 
shovels and picks ready for the volunteers.   

 
Snacks included Gala apples, strawberry 

guavas from home trees, chocolate chip 
cookies, grapes, almonds, and banana chips.   

 
The volunteers would need the snacks and  

water because… 
 

… the massive brush pile lay in wait! 
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We started to drag out the brush pile to the lemon grove orchard where Cal Poly’s 

Johnny Rosecrans would flail it along with the limbs from pruned lemon trees. 
All of the brush shown below is less than half of our pile. 

 

 
 

 
The volunteers kindly humor the photographer when she asks them to “show your 

muscles!”  Elaine, Haley, Jesse, Else, Mehdi, Jared, and Mark. 
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Mark asked if perhaps Johnny would be able to get the flail into the CRFG orchard 

to mulch our pile where it sits, if we take down the fence and posts.  The fence in 
that area needs to be fixed anyway.  

 

 
 

It was a good idea, but it turned out 
the pile needs to be 2 feet high or 

under for Johnny to be able to use the 
big flail, and our remaining pile was 

significantly taller than that. 
 

Unfortunately, the pile we dragged out 
to the lemon grove was also taller 

than that.  Johnny wrote in an email, 
“I brought my smaller flail mower over 

there, which has a ‘side shift’ option to 

extend the mower off to the right of 
the tractor. I was able to slowly mow 

down that pile. I still have a lot of 
work to do on that pile, but I'll get it 

chipped up the way it is.  In the 
future, piles 2 feet tall (ish) would 

make things a lot easier.” 
 

This was duly noted when we dragged 
out the rest of the pile the following 

weekend (more on this further below). 
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Dick adds leaves from the brush pile to the bioreactor. 
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We weren’t done yet, though! 

 
 

 
   Mehdi digs out invasive weeds  

   in the back of the orchard. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Dick also made and hung little aluminum name tags for some of the trees that 
had lost their signs, until we have time to make the larger, wooden signs. 

 
Jesse whitewashed some of the tree trunks and limbs in the back of the orchard 

to protect them from the sun. 

 
I put a protective fence around a little cherimoya from which deer had stripped 

bark from the trunk.  
 

The latest orchard maps were put in the kiosk, and the kiosk was cleaned of 
cobwebs and moths. 

 
Haley and Elaine then moved all the drip lines off the ground and into the trees so 

that I could mow the orchard.   
 

I shaved off areas of gummosis off of the Royal Lee Cherry and the Florida Prince 
Peach, trying to save them.  I have hopes for the RLC but am not optimistic about 

the FPP. 
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Jesse, Jerod, and Mark digging out the fountain grass in the back of the orchard. 
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Haley, Elaine, Jesse, Jared, Mark, and I also removed the fountain grass that was 

preventing the rear gate from opening into the lemon grove orchard.   
 

Mark got rid of two coyote bushes that were leaning up against the lemon grove 
fence.  You can see how clean it looks now in the photo below. 
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Sunday, October 30th, 2022 
 
Dick kindly sent out my email request to the membership asking for volunteers to 

move the last half of the brush pile out to the lemon grove.   I was fortunate to 
have Else, Haley, Heather, Marv, Mehdi, and Trudi show up to volunteer.   

 
Marv brought his large cart, Trudi brought a trash bin on a dolly, and I had an old 

tarp in my truck.  Using all these devices, the orchard’s wheelbarrow, plus just 

dragging out limbs by hand, we got the job done in about an hour. 
 

Else, Haley, Mehdi, Marv, and Heather remove the remnants of the brush pile. 
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The last half of the brush pile at a more manageable 2 foot height. 
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After one hour of hauling dirty, dusty brush, they’re still smiling!  Our volunteers 

are the best.  Below are Mehdi, Haley, Marv, Heather, Trudi, and Else. 

 

Just before heading home, Marv, Jesse and I took a look at the squirrel holes to 
help further Marv’s squirrel intifada.  Marv suggested we fill up all the holes so we 

can come back in a few weeks to see which holes are actively being used.  So 
that’s what we did. 

 
The orchard co-managers Jesse, Manny, and I greatly appreciate the volunteers 

coming out for the workdays.  And not just the physical labor they do, but their 
cheerful attitudes while doing it.  We thank you for all for being there!  
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Scholarship “Thank You” Letters 
We received these final six letters from Cal Poly Agriculture students who recently 

received scholarships from our CRFG Central Coast Chapter. 
 

Thank you letter from Kalina Weaver (no relation to Jenny Weaver!) 
 

My name is Kalina Weaver, and I am a 3rd year Plant Science major with a 

concentration in Fruit and Crop Science. I am so grateful to the California Rare 
Fruit Growers Association for its support towards my education. I finance all of 

my expenses myself with no outside help from family so this really helps take 
some pressure off of me. 

 
I currently have to work 30-35 hours a week in order to pay rent and cover food. 

I have always maintained good grades while doing this but not without many 
sacrifices. Sometimes I get extremely anxious just trying to live how I have to 

while everyone else seems fine. This scholarship will help when I have weeks that 
are exam heavy and I can’t work as much. This scholarship has helped give me 

financial security in a way I have never had before and for that I am grateful. 
  

During the first summer of COVID in 2020 I was an intern for an irrigation 
company. I began to realize how many struggles there are for water in California. 

The engineering behind how we deliver water to crops is amazing and the science 

behind it is even more spectacular. Still there are many hurdles to overcome. This 
is where I have found my interest. Spring quarter I took Plant Breeding and really 

found an interest how we can engineer plants to better fit their environments. I 
want to pursue adapting crops to be more drought tolerant in order to help the 

water crisis that California is facing. If we can’t capture more water without 
damaging the environment then maybe we can adapt our food source to exist 

better in the current environment.  
 

In 10 years, I hope to be a plant breeder or plant breeding assistant. I know that 
I want to stay in California because the challenges in agricultural in this state 

seem to be the most fun. I want to have a very balanced lifestyle where I have 
more free time and can live slightly more relaxed and secure. I will also be a 

really good mom one day, which I think is extremely important.  
 

There will always be challenges in agriculture and for that I am grateful. I really 

enjoy feeling like I have a purpose. I may only fix an issue or two but I will be a 
vital component to the evolution of agriculture. I hope to make you all proud.  

 
Thanks again, Kalina Weaver 
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Thank you letter from Emily Padula 

 
My name is Emily Padula and I am from Dana Point, California. I am a fourth-year 

student at Cal Poly studying Plant Science with a concentration in Fruit and Crop 
Production. I originally came to Cal Poly with the intention of becoming an 

elementary school teacher. However, after watching a documentary on 
regenerative agriculture, I was inspired to explore other options. I began to 

reflect on my personal interests and was drawn to my curiosity of where my food 
comes from and my passion for growing plants. From here, I decided to take my 

first Plant Science class with Dr. Garner. After that class, I knew that I had found 
the perfect major for me. Studying Plant Science has opened my eyes to the 

many challenges that occur in production agriculture. Some of these include the 
lack of consumer knowledge, water issues in California, and the increase in 

herbicide resistant weeds. 
 

I would like to take this time to thank the California Rare Fruit Growers for this 

scholarship. As I changed my major late in my college career, I will be staying 
extra quarters to finish my degree in Plant Science. I am very grateful for this 

scholarship, as it will allow me to continue studying what I love. 
I am not exactly sure where I want to be in 10 years, but I do know that I am 

passionate about agriculture and the health of our planet. So, whether I am a 
Pest Control Advisor helping growers implement integrated pest management 

programs to reduce chemical use, an agriculture teacher passing down the 
knowledge I have gained in this program, or a farm manager selling local produce 

to my community, I know that I will always thank my Cal Poly education for my 
success.  
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Thank you letter from Madison Wernli 

 
CRFG Thank You!!! I want to thank the California Rare Fruit Growers Central 

Coast Chapter for choosing to support me in my academic journey. This 
scholarship means so much to me and will truly aid my financial undertaking in 

attaining this degree. 
 

I am from North County San Diego, California. I grew up in a semi-rural area, 
surrounded by groves of avocados and citrus and fields of nursery plants and 

flowers. We had about an acre of land on my home property and my mom always 
kept a generous garden. Wholesome meals were regularly provided, and cooking 

was largely impactful in my life. Despite this, I don’t feel I had a significant 
relationship with agriculture or really understood the industry. At the time that I 

started my academic career at Mira Costa Community College, my mom had 
taken a portion of our land and planted grape vines for wine. Finding this very 

intriguing, I decided right then and there that I wanted to go into viticulture. 

 
This was the first decision that led me to look at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo’s 

undergraduate programs. In the summer of 2018, I reached out to local wineries 
to try to score an internship and in no time, I did! That summer I worked hard, 

long days picking, sorting, and crushing grapes as well as caring for the 
fermentations. I absolutely loved everything about the process, but I had a bit of 

an issue… I had no palate for wine. It took me some time to awaken to the idea 
of horticulture; to the idea of farming the very food I have always been in love 

with. Once I got to take classes in soil science, everything changed for me. I was 
so mesmerized at the life that teemed in the so-called dirt around me. I began to 

see this relationship between the ecology in the soil and the health of the plants, 
as well as the nutrition and flavor in our food. I began to search for an 

undergraduate degree that would support my goals of learning to farm 
sustainably. With Cal Poly in mind, I learned of their Agricultural and 

Environmental Plant Sciences degree and felt that this would be a perfect 

program in which I could gain hands on experience in the field. I transferred from 
my community college to Cal Poly in the fall of 2021. 

 
In the time I’ve been a student, I’ve managed to gain some experience in the 

field. I’ve worked for an organic avocado grove, a regenerative-community based 
farm, Cal Poly’s very own orchard, and a conventional based grower of unique 

vegetables, greens, and herbs. This exposure to various agricultural enterprises, 
as well as my studies at Cal Poly, has given me a broad perspective of our food 

system. Agriculture faces many challenges today... a changing climate, soil 
degradation, ground water contamination, policy, worker protection, and food 

sovereignty to name a few. This is an industry with an ever-changing, never-
ending learning curve. I find it challenging and exciting, and I hope to continue 

evolving my relationship with farming. 



  22 

My passion is growing food in ways that nurture both people and land. I hope in 

10 years to be working with my community to build a resilient and equitable local 
food system, and to be consulting and educating others of responsible and 

sustainable farming practices. In another 10 years, I aspire to have my own 
diversified farm, supporting those around me with its bountiful harvest. I may 

even dabble in wine (as with age I’ve grown to really enjoy it)!  
Thank you so much for your support! 

 
 

 
Thank you letter from Noelia Ayuso 

 
Hello, my name is Noelia Ayuso and I am a fourth year Plant Science major at Cal 

Poly. I am from Santa Maria, CA which is known for the growing and production of 
strawberries. I grew up around agriculture for most of my life, where my parents 

were also part of the industry by harvesting strawberries. As a first-generation 

college student, I strive to seek and take all the opportunities that I can 
encounter for the benefit of both my future and the agriculture industry. More 

than anything, I would like to express my sincerest gratitude to California Rare 
Fruit Growers for this amazing award and for allowing me to pursue my career 

goals.  
 

During my time in high school, I devoted many hours to being involved in FFA 
(Future Farmers of America) where I was able to discover my interest in the field 

of agriculture. I was always curious to further expand my knowledge in the 
growing of produce and the work behind it. There is so much importance that it is 

targeted towards produce and to the safety of the consumer that must be 
accounted for. Furthermore, there is also a shift towards growing in a more 

sustainable manner and as our population continues to grow, I would like to be 
part of promoting sustainable agriculture. 

 

Coming to Cal Poly, I found this school to be the best choice due to their 
methodology of “learn by doing”. I appreciate that my major consists of classes 

that incorporate activities, being able to apply my learning through hands on 
activities is a huge advantage because not many schools offer their students with 

those opportunities. During my time at Cal Poly, I have come to learn so many 
important values and skills that are applied in the real world. Being able to learn 

some of real job tasks gives us a huge advantage because we can prepare for our 
expected jobs postgraduation. 

 
I also greatly appreciate all my classes because they have allowed me to pursue 

summer internships with the experience that I have been given through my 
coursework. Over the past two summers I have worked in two agriculture-related 

jobs. I have worked at The Strawberry Center at Cal Poly in the Entomology Lab 
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working with major pests in strawberries. I was able to apply my knowledge from 

previous classes to research related work. Secondly, I was given the opportunity 
to work with Corteva Agriscience as their field intern on the central coast. During 

this internship I was able to see how field and lab experiments were executed. 
 

After graduation I hope to be part of a company that prioritizes their environment 
and their consumers. I would like to work alongside growers and help them grow 

more sustainably while also expanding their yield. There is still so much I would 
like to learn from this industry and how we can approach certain issues that are 

faced. Once again, I am very grateful for this wonderful opportunity to have 
received this scholarship that will account for my educational expenses during my 

last year at Cal Poly. Thank you, California Rare Fruit Growers, and all the board 
members for helping myself and other students achieve their goals towards their 

ambition in Agriculture. 
 

 

 
Thank you letter from Zachary D. Wilson 

 
October 24, 2022  

California Rare Fruit Growers, Central Coast Chapter  
 

Dear members of the California Rare Fruit Growers: 
 

I would like to thank the California Rare Fruit Growers for a generous scholarship 
and the opportunity to join your organization. Being a young person in agriculture 

provides me the unique opportunity to meet new people, join organizations, and 
grow further in my knowledge. I see the California Rare Fruit Growers as an 

avenue to grow and make connections, and I thank you for allowing me to get a 
jump start in the organization. 

 

Next, I would like to introduce myself and tell you a little bit about myself. My 
name is Zachary Wilson. I currently attend California Polytechnic State University, 

San Luis Obispo and am studying Agricultural Science with minors in Agricultural 
Business and Fruit Science. At the end of this year, my 4th year, I will be 

graduating and planning on working in production agriculture. In my extra time I 
enjoy snow skiing, attempting to surf & skim board on the Central Coast, and 

spending time with friends and family. As far as my leadership I have sought to 
challenge myself by holding leadership positions in the Alpha Gamma Rho 

fraternity as the President & Director of the San Luis Obispo County Young 
Farmers and Ranchers. 

 
This scholarship will help me pay for my education. From January to March in 

2023 I am planning on studying abroad in Adelaide, Australia with the Cal Poly 
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Global Program. With this being a goal of mine since my first year, I have saved 

up money to pay for the extra cost of the program and this money will help me 
go to a new place, make new friends, and have a once in a lifetime experience. 

 
Something in my studies I have seen and experienced in summer internships is 

the issue of labor. Working with rare specialty crops, the amount of training and 
experience necessary to be a productive and efficient farmer is important. 

Perhaps of equal importance is having capable and skilled labor to carry out work 
with intention and understanding. As the average age of laborers is increasing 

and total numbers decreasing, good people are becoming harder to come by. 
Though there is no simple solution, I believe my generation will draw on the 

experience of our elders to solve the issues regarding labor.  
 

To finish, I cannot say thank you enough to Central Coast Chapter of the 
California Rare Fruit Growers for honoring me with this scholarship. I hope that I 

can represent your organization well and eventually give back to my community 

how you have done.  
 

Thank you again.  
Regards, Zachary D. Wilson 

 
 

 
Thank you letter from Evan Tamayo 

 
Dear California Rare Fruit Growers Central Coast Chapter, 

 
My name is Evan Tamayo and I am a third year student at Cal Poly San Luis 

Obispo majoring in Agricultural and Environmental Plant Sciences with a 
concentration in Plant Protection Sciences. I discovered my passion for plants 

when I was about three years old, gardening with my mother in my backyard. I 

was fascinated by the way the tiniest seed could be sown in the soil and with time 
and patience, it would provide me with food. From watching the seedlings emerge 

to being able to harvest and eat the food, it all seemed like magic to me, and still 
to this day, I can still say that that feeling has not changed. Because I was not 

exposed to careers in agriculture, I never really saw my love for plants as a 
possible career path. As college approached, I started to do my research and 

learned about the countless issues that we are facing with climate change and 
figuring out how to feed a growing world population in the most sustainable way 

possible. With this, I learned of Cal Poly’s strong agriculture programs and 
decided to study plant science. 

 
Through my personal studies of Nobel Peace Prize winning agricultural scientist, 

Dr. Norman Borlaug and of modern banana disease epidemics, I have discovered 
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a particular interest in the study of plant pathology. I established a strong 

connection with my plant pathology professor during my first year and have been 
assisting her and her graduate students in research for over a year now. Because 

of this, I would like to pursue a career in crop disease management. After my 
undergraduate, I plan on attending graduate school and obtaining my PhD in 

plant pathology. In ten years, I see myself working at a one of the international 
research centers through Consultative Group on International Agricultural 

Research (CGIAR) in developing disease resistant and climate change resilient 
crops to strengthen the food systems of the developing world. 

 
I believe that it is necessary for us as a society to continue to support education 

and research in agricultural sciences in the face of climate change. It is truly 
getting more and more difficult for us to grow enough food to feed everyone and 

the only way that we can solve these issues is through education and innovation. 
I am extremely honored and proud to have been granted a scholarship from such 

an amazing organization as the California Rare Fruit Growers Central Coast 

Chapter. I admired your strong community involvement and student support. As I 
plan on continuing my education past my undergraduate degree, this kind of 

support goes a long way in helping me to continue to pursue my studies and 
solve problems. I am thrilled to be able to join a community of people that I 

share a passion with, and I look forward to becoming more involved.  
 

With gratitude, Evan Tamayo 


