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CFRG - CENTRAL COAST CHAPTER BY-LAWS
7/6/2026

ARTICLE I. CHAPTER NAME

The name of this chapter shall be the CALIFORNIA RARE FRUIT GROWERS, 
CENTRAL COAST CHAPTER, hereafter called the Chapter.

ARTICLE II. PURPOSE

The objectives of the Chapter are to encourage and further public interest in the 
preservation of rare fruit plants and in propagating and growing fruit trees and plants, and to 
contribute to the education of students in horticulture, plant science, and related fields.

ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP AND DUES

SECTION 1. Membership

a. Regular membership in the Chapter shall be open to all interested in the objectives of 
the Chapter upon payment of the annual chapter dues. Chapter officers must also be members of 
CRFG, Inc.  Other chapter members are strongly encouraged to be members of CRFG, Inc. 

b. Membership in the Chapter shall be for a twelve (12) month period starting with the 
month when chapter dues are received.

SECTION 2. Dues

a. The annual dues payable by the members shall be an amount determined by the Board 
of Directors [the Board]

b. Chapter dues shall be delinquent 60 days after the dues are due, and delinquent 
members shall be removed from membership 60 days after notification to the e-mail address in 
their membership record.

ARTICLE IV. OFFICERS AND DUTIES

SECTION 1. Officers

a. The officers of the Chapter shall be: Two Co-Chairs, Secretary and
Treasurer.
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b. No officer shall hold more than one office at a time.

c.  Officers shall be elected by the chapter members to terms of two years, and may be re-
elected.

d.  Should an officer be unable to complete the term, the Board of Directors shall elect a 
replacement to serve until the next regular election of officers.

SECTION 2. Duties of officers

A. CO-CHAIRS

The co-chairs shall serve as the heads of the Chapter.  One or both of the co-chairs shall 
preside at all regularly scheduled general meetings, special meetings, and Board of Directors 
meetings.

B. SECRETARY

a.  The Secretary shall take minutes of Board of Directors meetings and any special 
meetings called and submit draft minutes to the board for review. The Secretary may also, but is 
not required to, make notes of the minutes of monthly meetings for the newsletter. Minutes of 
board meetings shall be retained on the chapter’s web site.

b.  The Secretary shall write letters thanking speakers and hosts at monthly meetings.

C. TREASURER

a. The Treasurer shall have charge of all monies and pay all bills on the order of the 
Board of Directors.

b. The Treasurer shall oversee the collection of chapter dues and renewals and see that 
members are notified when their chapter memberships are up for renewal. The Treasurer may 
delegate these tasks to another chapter member.

c. All monies received shall be deposited in the bank approved by the Board of Directors.

d. The Treasurer shall make a financial report at each Board of Directors meeting.

e.  The chapter=s fiscal year shall be the calendar year, beginning on January 1 and 
ending on December 31.

f. The Board of Directors shall appoint a person to audit the funds, books, and vouchers 
of the Treasurer at the end of each fiscal year and report in writing to the Board of Directors.
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g.  Authorization is required for reimbursement of chapter members for out-of-pocket 
expenditures for the chapter.  Reimbursement for expenses up to and including $250.00 must be 
authorized by an officer of the chapter. Reimbursement for larger amounts must be approved by 
a majority vote of the Board.

ARTICLE V. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SECTION 1: Members of the board

a.  The property, business affairs and concerns of the Chapter shall be vested in the Board
of Directors composed of the elected Officers (Co-Chairs, Secretary, Treasurer), the Chairs of 
the Standing Committees, the CRFG, Cal Poly, and Master Gardener liaisons, and up to two 
Members at Large. A Member at Large shall serve as a liaison between the General Membership 
and the Board of Directors. All board members shall be voting members except the Cal Poly 
liaison and the Master Gardener liaison.

b.  Should an officer or committee chair neglect the duties of the position, they may be 
replaced by a majority vote of the Directors.

SECTION 2: Board Meetings

a. The Board of Directors shall hold quarterly meetings, which will be announced in the 
newsletter. The Board may also hold special meetings as needed. The meetings may be held in 
person or through a remote video format such as Zoom.  Chapter members not on the board are 
permitted to attend the meetings, but not to vote on board business.

b. A quorum is required to transact the business of the board and vote on proposals at 
meetings.  A majority of the voting members of the Board of Directors, including at least one co-
chair and one other elected officer, shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE VI. COMMITTEES

a. The Standing Committees of the Chapter are: Scion Exchange, Program, Event 
Planning, Membership, Nominating, Root Stock Purchases, Grafting in Schools, Hospitality, 
Scholarship, and Sales.  In addition to the standing committees, members of the chapter shall 
serve as CRFG, Inc. liaison, Cal Poly Liaison, and Master Gardener Liaison.

b.  The duties of the standing committees are set forth in the CRFG Central Coast 
Chapter Handbook.

c.  Special and Ad Hoc Committees may be appointed by the Co-Chairs with the approval
of the Board of Directors.
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ARTICLE VII. NOMINATION AND ELECTIONS

a.  The Nominating Committee shall prepare a slate of candidates for offices of the 
Chapter, chairs of the standing committees, members at large, and liaisons. The slate of 
candidates shall be published in the November newsletter and presented for a vote at the 
December general meeting.

b.  Chapter members present and voting at the December general meeting shall vote on 
the election of the new officers. A majority of all votes cast shall constitute election.  Election 
results will be published in the next newsletter.

c.  Officers shall assume their duties at the conclusion of the meeting at which they are 
elected. The retiring Secretary shall complete the meeting minutes of the December general 
meeting, and the retiring Treasurer shall complete the financial transactions to close the books 
for the prior tax year.

ARTICLE VIII. LIABILITY OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

The Officers and Directors of the Chapter are not personally liable for any debts or 
obligations of the Chapter.

ARTICLE IX. PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

All meetings of the Board and of the committees shall be conducted in a manner 
consistent with Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised, insofar as those rules are not inconsistent with,
or in conflict with, these Bylaws.

ARTICLE X. AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS

a.  Any Chapter member may propose to amend these Bylaws by submitting a proposal to
the Board of Directors.

b.  All substantive amendments of these Bylaws shall be approved first by a majority vote
of the Board of Directors at a duly called meeting and then submitted to the Chapter membership
for ratification. Minor amendments, such as corrections of typographical errors or clarifying 
language, that do not change the meaning of the bylaws, may be approved by a majority vote of 
the Board without submitting them to the members.
.

c.  After approval of the Board of Directors the Bylaws may be amended by a majority  
vote of those present and voting at any regular meeting at which a quorum is present. A quorum 
shall be 10 percent of the current Chapter members. Only chapter members current on their dues 
can vote on changes. Voting may also be conducted by e-mail or on-line survey of current 
chapter member; in that event amendments will be adopted if approved by a majority of those 
who cast votes.
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d. The chapter bylaws shall be published on the chapter website.
 
ARTICLE X. DISSOLUTION

In the event of the dissolution of the Chapter, the assets of the Chapter shall be 
transferred to CRFG, Inc. after all obligations of the Chapter have been met.


